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Abstract

The thesis of my Master’s, entitled “Political and ideological dimensions of the Kurdish drama”, examines the
texts of political and ideological Kurdish plays, from the emergence of the Kurdish drama to plays that have acted
as a bridge to convey the political and ideological messages of the Kurdish people. In other words, I have delved
into the history of Kurdish drama texts in both their political and ideological dimensions to discover how theatre
has served Kurdish politics and political thought, and how it has implicitly or explicitly supported the Kurdish
liberation movement and the political struggle for freedom.

It has to be said that from the Kurdish point of view, drama has been a major and important literary genre in all
different stages of Kurdistan’s liberation movement. Drama, as a literary tool of resistance, as well as one of the
main and effective tools of defence and preservation of national identity, history and culture, has played an active
role in political, ideological and social arenas. In light of the title of the research, the questions arise as to how and
to what extent Kurdish drama has been able to play a political and ideological role as theatre of resistance and
defender of national survival, to raise awareness in the Kurdish audiences and encourage them to stand against
the oppression of the dominant national group in Iraq?

As far as it was understood during the study, the majority of Kurdish plays contained political references and
influenced the imagination, feelings and thoughts of the audiences. They created a spirit of resistance, revolution,
and steadfastness. In highly artistic and aesthetic levels, the plays spoke to all Kurdish audiences, whether in
the armed struggle in the mountains or political activists in the cities. Often times, the plays rendered poems,
folktales, stories, proverbs, and historical narratives dramatically using the techniques of festive theatre, giving
them a more beautiful guise and expressionist style, thus creating a different reality in the hearts and minds of
the Kurdish individual .

Resistance literature in the context of dramatic literature, on the one hand, awakened national consciousness
among the Kurdish audiences and on the other hand, tried to erase the effects of the cultural, linguistic and
discursive onslaught by the dominant nation and the repressive political system of the time, and in so doing, kept
the Kurdish national dream alive .

This study begins with a history of political plays and examines the works of famous playwrights in this field.
It then proceeds to present and categorise political Kurdish plays in different stages. Theatre has risen from and
has been the expression of the reality of life in Kurdistan which has historically been the land of war, resistance,
revolution and the battleground of many difficult wars. The Kurds have gone through many stages of oppression
in their history, a fact that has greatly influenced their literature of resistance and led them to write many books

of poetry, prose, stories and dramatic texts on this subject.

Keywords: political dimension, intellectual dimension, text, Kurdish theatre



