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- Abstract,

The Ottoman period is considered one
of the most important periods of Islam.
They were not limited to applying Islamic
Sharia and striving for the sake of Allah,
but they achieved important and advanced
achievements in the art of architecture,
as new architectural styles emerged in
the late Ottoman era; such as building
the Qishla (castle). During that period,
Qishla was built in many places in lIraq,
including (Baghdad, Kirkuk, Erbil, Makhmur,
Qushtapa, and Gwer). These Qishla were
often built in important locations on public
and commercial roads to protect them from
threats. In addition, the Qishla was used for
military and administrative purposes, as it
contributed to organizing and managing the
daily lives of the local population. Among
the architectural functions of the Qishla, it
provided a place for soldiers to stay and rest
with their horses, because a special place
was built for them. They would rest in the
city Qishla during their travels to perform
military duty, especially in the winter.

In conclusion, the architecture of the
Qishla, in addition to its vital role and military
use, effectively managed the built places in
Iraq during Ottoman rule.

Keywords: Qishla, Gwer, Qishla plan,
Military  Architecture and Architectural
elements.
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