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Abstract

A Geopolitical Analysis of the Kurdish Posi-
tion in Iraq (2017-2023)

Post-2003, Kurds held a significant position
in Iraq; however, the 2017 referendum trig-
gered a decline driven by internal, regional,
and international factors. Employing descrip-
tive and analytical methods, this research as-
sesses the impacts and causes of this weakened
standing. The study finds that the military re-
treat from disputed territories, notably Kirkuk,
profoundly diminished the Region’s geopoliti-
cal influence. Simultaneously, Baghdad tran-
sitioned from military confrontation to legal
and financial pressure, utilizing Federal Su-
preme Court rulings and budget allocations to
undermine the Kurdistan Region’s economic
independence. New strategic regional initia-
tives, such as the "Development Road" and
"Ovakdy Border Crossing," present geopoliti-
cal threats intended to isolate the Region from
international trade routes. Furthermore, inter-
nal fragmentation, interventions by Iran and
Turkey, and the Paris arbitration ruling weak-
ened Kurdish negotiating power. To preserve
the Kurdistan Region’s constitutional entity
against these risks, the study concludes that
unifying the national discourse and strictly ad-
hering to constitutional provisions are the only
viable solutions.

Keywords: Geopolitics, Kurds, Iraq, Ref-
erendum, Ovakdy Border Crossing, Develop-

ment Road.
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