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The Dominance of Social Customs and
Traditions in the Proverbial Poems of
Piramerd: A Cultural Criticism Approach

Abstract

Cultural criticism of literary texts, like the
other forms of critical analysis, operates
within the context of the culture that
produced it. This approach goes beyond
simply analyzing the text itself (language,
style, rhetoric and aesthetics) to explore
how the cultural values and beliefs
embedded within the text reflect and
shape the society that gave rise to it.
Social customs and traditions significantly
shape how people behave within a
society. Individuals often feel compelled
to conform to these deeply ingrained
norms. Violating the deeply-held

traditions can have severe and even life-
threatening consequences within some
tribal communities. Kurdish society has a
rich tapestry of customs and traditions
deeply woven into everyday life. These
cultural influences are also evident in
Kurdish literature and literary texts. The
present research employs a blended
theoretical and empirical methodology.
The study commences with an
exploration of the foundational tenets of
cultural criticism. Subsequently, it delves
into the application of these principles
within the specific context of Piramerd's
proverbial poetry. Finally, the research
concludes with a practical demonstration
of cultural criticism through an in-depth
analysis of the selected poems.

Key Words: Cultural Criticism, Customs
and Traditions, Proverbial Poems,
Piramerd.
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