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Abstract

This study examines the tombstones found

in the Dawoodiyya and Douladzi cemeteries,
located in the Pashdar region of the Raparin
district, within the Sulaymaniyah Governorate.
(Sheikh
Farkh) cemetery is situated in the village of

Specifically, the Dawoodiyya
Dawoodiyya, Agricultural Sector 22, in the
Halshuya subdistrict (5), northeast of Qaladze.
In contrast, the Douladzi cemetery lies in the
village of Douladzi, Agricultural Sector 37,
approximately 12 kilometres east of Qaladze.
Due to the absence of historical records
or documented evidence regarding these
cemeteries, the study relies on the inscriptions
and decorative motifs carved on the gravestones
to determine their historical significance. One
notable gravestone, which features a depiction
of a rifle, dates back to 1446 CE, indicating a
possible origin in the medieval period.

This paper presents a systematic analysis
of the wvisual elements and inscriptions
found on these gravestones, many of which
are documented here for the first time in
academic literature. Among the findings is a
gravestone explicitly dedicated to Islam. The
gravestone decorations primarily consist of
geometric patterns such as circles, triangles,
rectangles, and radiant stars, as well as surface
engravings depicting traditional weaponry,
including daggers, swords, and firearms.
These elements offer valuable insights into the
symbolic, cultural, and historical contexts of
the cemeteries.

Keywords: cemeteries, tombstones, grave
decorations, inscriptions, medieval history,

.Raparin, Sulaymaniyah
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