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within the contemporary context of mod-
ern media practices. Findings reveal that
media functions as a field of power, im-
posing symbolic hegemony on audiences.
Habitus and capital play central roles in
shaping social imagery and reproducing
social inequality. Television emerges as a
particularly effective mechanism for ma-
nipulating opinions and distorting reality.
Moreover, the speed and competitiveness
of media production limit opportunities for
critical scrutiny, resulting in the circulation
of superficial, sensational, and sometimes
inaccurate information. Ultimately, Bour-
dieu’s insights remain highly relevant in
the digital era, offering tools to understand
online platforms, digital propaganda, and
information warfare. This underscores the
importance of media literacy and critical
awareness as safeguards for independent
thought and democratic engagement.
Keywords: Pierre Bourdieu, Media So-
ciology, Television, Symbolic Violence,

Symbolic Capital
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Abstract

In contemporary society, media plays a
decisive role in shaping our understanding
of the world and our sense of social identi-
ty. It not only reflects cultural and political
realities but also actively constructs them,
influencing the way individuals and groups
perceive themselves and others. This study
focuses on the perspective of French soci-
ologist Pierre Bourdieu on media sociology
and examines how symbolic hegemony
operates through media institutions to in-
fluence the construction of social imagery,
with particular attention to the power of
television as a dominant medium. The pri-
mary objective of this research is to analyze
Bourdieu’s major concepts related to me-
dia, including celerity, symbolic violence,
and media homogenization, manipulation
of language and concepts, and conceal-
ment of information. Each of these con-
cepts’ sheds light on the subtle yet powerful
mechanisms through which media influ-
ences thought and behavior. Furthermore,
the study aims to clarify Bourdieu’s critique
of the media’s role, especially television, in
creating illusions that mislead the public
by presenting partial realities as complete
truths Methodologically, the study adopts a
theoretical analysis of Bourdieu’s seminal
works, with particular emphasis on 7elevi-

sion, and evaluates his broader arguments



