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Abstract

Mineral resources were among the most
important economic resources that the Otto-
man state focused on in its various provinces,
as they were a major source of tax revenue
and support for the state's economy. Southern
Kurdistan areas are of particular importance
due to the abundance of diverse minerals such
as coal, oil, and other underground minerals.
This study seeks to answer the following ques-
tions: What was the state of mineral resources
in southern Kurdistan during the period 1851-
1914? What was the Ottoman perspective on
their exploitation? And what were the reasons
for the limited investment in these resources
despite the region's diversity and richness in
minerals? The research follows a historical,
descriptive, and analytical approach, relying
heavily on published Ottoman documents,
Ottoman yearbooks, and reports from travel-
ers and foreign envoys. It reviews the types
of minerals discovered, methods of internal
exploitation, Ottoman tax policy, and the in-
ternational conflict over oil concessions, as an
eminent mineral that has been attracting for-
eign attention since the late 19" century, hence
revealing an important aspect of the economic
history of this important region in the late Ot-
.toman period

Keywords: Ottoman State, Southern Kurdis-

.tan, mineral resources, coal, oil
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