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Abstract
The Effect of Symbols on the Acts of In-
timidation and Reassurance (Kurdish Political

(Discourse as a Model

Political discourse is not merely about con-
veying information, but also serves to con-
struct meaning, legitimize authority, and in-
fluence public opinion. Political discourse
often involves the strategic use of language, in
which political figures employ specific rhetori-
cal techniques, linguistic tools, and symbols
to influence the recipient. From this perspec-
tive, this research analyzes the strategies and
mechanisms of the effect of using symbols on
the acts of intimidation and reassurance within
the Kurdish political discourse, with a particu-
lar focus on the speeches of Masoud Barzani
in the period between (2023-2025). Through a
descriptive-analytical approach and speech act
theory, the study conducts a detailed analysis
of the selected speeches. The findings indicate
that the strategy of intimidation is primarily
constructed by linking current events to trag-
ic symbols of collective memory (such as the
Anfal and chemical attacks, etc.). At the same
time, reassurance is built through the use of
positive historical symbols (such as the Aylul
Revolution, coexistence, Mullah Mustafa Bar-
zani, etc.) to reinforce a national narrative of
resilience and hope. In conclusion, the study
demonstrates that symbols in this context are
not just descriptive tools, but are powerful
pragmatic and performative instruments for
directing the public and strengthening political
.hegemony

Reas- ,Keywords: Political Discourse, Fear
surance, Symbol, Pragmatics



